
From waste to raw materials
Making the most of our throw away society
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EWM Group Webinar – 8th September

Use of WM3 

guidance in 

classification and 

coding of 

Hazardous Wastes 

in Laboratories:
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Content

• Why Classify

• Definitions of Hazardous Waste

• Use of WM3 in coding and classification

• Sources of information

• Issues to consider
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Written Description and coding

Issues

• Descriptions “laboratory waste”

• Segregation of wastes

• Further information  e.g. testing and analysis

• Landfill requirements i.e. WAC

• Pre-treatment 

• Waste Hierarchy compliance
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Section 34 (1) of EPA90  - Obligations on ALL holders of 
waste

• Prevent any contravention by any other person of s33
e.g. prevent unauthorised or harmful deposit, treatment or 
disposal of waste

• Prevent a breach (failure) by any other person to meet the 
requirement to have an environmental permit, or a breach of 
a permit condition

• Prevent the escape of waste from his control or that of any 
other person

• Transfer only to an ‘Authorised person’

• To ensure [adequate] written description of the waste on 
transfer
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Code of Practice

Has details on how to comply

Can be used in court
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Hazardous waste

Displays one or more hazardous properties 
HP1 – HP15

Must be classified as hazardous waste (*) on 
the EWC / LoW

Non-hazardous waste
Waste that is not classified as hazardous

9



Hazardous Properties

HP1 Explosive

HP2 Oxidising

HP3 Flammable

HP4 Irritant

HP5 STOT / Aspiration 
Toxicity

HP6 Acute Toxicity

HP7 Carcinogenic

HP8 Corrosive

HP9 Infectious

HP10 Toxic for Reproduction

HP11 Mutagenic

HP12 Produces toxic gases

HP13 Sensitising

HP14 Ecotoxic

HP15 …
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Importance of chemicals legislation

CLP REACH
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Chapter 1 Introduction 
Chapter 2 Waste classification and 

assessment 
Chapter 3 Further guidance on assessment
Appendix A How to use the List of Waste 
Appendix B Hazardous substances 
Appendix C Hazardous property assessment 
Appendix D Waste sampling

12



Classification and Assessment

Classification

Is it a waste?

Does the waste need to 

be classified?

Identifying the correct 

EWC code(s)

Technical Guidance 

WM3
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Classification and Assessment

Assessment

Determining the chemical 

composition

Are hazardous 

substances present?

Does the waste possess 

any hazardous 

properties?

Assign the correct 

classification code(s)

Technical Guidance 

WM3
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Appendix A  
Page  A7

Chapters
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In the list of waste there are four types of entry
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Consider a waste containing 1.8% naphthalene

Classification and Assessment 

Find the 
hazard 

statements

Link to 
hazardous 
properties

HP6
HP7

HP14
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Classification and Assessment 
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Sources 
of information
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Classification and Assessment

Classification

Assessment
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Classification and Assessment

N
O

N
 –

H
A

ZA
R

D
O

U
S

H
A

ZA
R

D
O

U
S

EWC / LoW coding

Composition of the waste 
– hazardous substances

Determine whether assign 
any hazardous properties / 

POPs

For mirror hazardous or mirror 
non-hazardous entries

For Absolute 
hazardous entries

For Absolute non-
hazardous entries
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©Fisher
© 
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Coding of packaging waste and contents
Some waste with a toxic symbol … in a plastic container
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Which of these is 
the ‘hazardous’ 

battery?
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Ban on mixing 

hazardous waste
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There is a ban on ‘mixing’ hazardous wastes

• Unless permitted to do so …

– Hazardous waste of any description is considered to have been mixed if it has 
been mixed with

– a different category of hazardous waste

– a non-hazardous waste

– any other substance or material

(neither ‘mixing’ or ‘categories’ is defined in the regulations!)
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1. It results in an incompatible mix

2. It compromises the necessary treatment of either 
waste

3. It reduces or hides the identity of either waste

4. It is solely for the purpose of diluting a hazardous 
waste

5. It prevents the recycling or recovery of the waste

Ban on mixing is based on outcomes…
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Enforcement and penalties

• Mixing hazardous 
wastes (and not 
segregating when 
appropriate)

• Not keeping records and 
site inventories (and not 
in chronological order)

• Providing false or 
misleading information

• Use of non-unique consignment 
codes

• Failure to use consignment notes (all 
forms including for rejection)

• Failure to prepare or complete a 
schedule of carriers (or both) where 
more than one carrier transports, or 
is to transport, a consignment.

• Failure to make a consignee return

Summary only offences
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That’s all Folks
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